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The Language of Construction

When dealing with the language of construction, things can get a little confusing for those not familiar with the ins

AT A 1000 T £# OEA Ai1 OOOOAOEI 1T AEUSB 7EOE OEAO ET 1 ETAI

Drawings and Specifications

Architects begin work on drawings and specificg
tions (specs) for construction/renovatio
projects months? sometimes up to g
year? before a contractor is selected
The drawings serve as visual indicg
tors of how the building needs to
be constructed, while the speci
fications  provide  written
guidelines for which prod-
ucts and equipment can be
used in the building. Spec,
fications help us ensure thg
building is constructed
with high quality materials.

Abbreviations? Equipment
FCW Fan Coil Unit
These units provide heating and cooling fpr
individual student rooms and allo
students to individually control thd
temperature of their rooms.
ERW Energy Recovery Unit
Instead of losing energy by
bringing fresh air into the
building, these units reusg
heating/cooling energy fron
the indoor air being ex-
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Architects/design consultants
International Architects Atelier, KCMO: These
are the people with the vision they put together
drawings of what a building should look like (or what should
change), including mechanical, electrical, and plumbing details 8
well as interior and exterior finishes. The architect is with the projes
from beginning to end to clarify drawings and answer questions.
General Contractor
K&S Associates, Inc., St. Louis: This is the construction company in charg
the project. They provide and coordinate manpower and make sure const
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have already finished the drawings and specifications, but once construct
begins, they remain until the project is complete.
Sub contractors
Various: Sub contractors are hired by the general contractor to do varig
jobs within the project, i.e. drywall, electrical, plumbing, windows, firg
protection, etc. They come and go as needed during the project.
Project Managers
With MU projects, both the contractor and the owner have
project managers that keep everyone in check and gn
time. They also keep track of the paperwor |
for the project (submittals, RFIs, AEEO EO OEA | OAEEOAR
ASls, specs, etc). RFI generated by the contractor and provides tie
contractor with additional direction to clarify RFI items. T

What Os goil n

fresh air coming into the
building.

? Paperwork
RF Request for Information:
These are questions from thie
contractor or sub contractorg
about the drawings or specificg
tions and are generally addressed fo
the architect.

Submittals
Using the specifications, the
contractor or subcontractor
submits a request to the archi-
tect, called a submittal, to use a
certain product or material. This
must be done for every product used
in a building. Once submitted, the archt
tect will then approve, approve with notes,
require amendments and a resubmittal, or all out
reject the submittal to ensure all products meet the specs.
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of how they are using their time right now and how they plan to use it in the next few weeks:

RIGHT NOW? IN TWO WEEKS?

+ North building? Crews are installing exterior walls on + North? Crews will complete exterior walls and install

the first floor. Preliminary mechanical and electrical structural steel on the first floor. They will also instal
work has begun in the basement level. decking and pour the deck for the second floor.
+  West buildinge The second floor deck was poured and + West> Second floor structural steel will continue.

exterior walls were constructed on the second level last Third floor decking material is to be installed, and then
week. Structural steel work has begun on the second the concrete deck will be poured. Once this is com-

r

level as well. pleted, crews will begin installing third floor exterior
+  South buildingg Work continues on the excavation of walls. Mechanical and electrical preliminary work will
the basement for this building. Crews have completed continue throughout the building
the initial work for the elevator shaft as well. +  South? Initial work on pouring wall footings and
+ Site works Backfill soil around the north and west basement walls will begin soon!
building foundations is complete. Chill water lines have+  Site? Initial work on the water main for the south
been installed between the north and west buildings, building will begin and electric duct installation will
and the chill water lines on the north side of the north continue. Crews will also begin installing pipe fo
building have been installed. steam.

Now that you know all about construction, tune into Schurz and Bingham Hall Construction Updasee 3

for a | ook at the designerds side of the story.

voice a concern about any of the RLMP projects, please send us an email at rimp@missouri.edu

Dondot forget to visit the pro
http://reslife.missouri.edu/RLMPnew/midcampus.php




